
Minutes of the State level/District Level Stake Holders Meeting to publicise the new initiatives of 

the MoEF&CC, namely GSDP, Community Driven Environmentally Sustainable Villages (CESVP) and 

GRIDSS programme under the ENVIS scheme-regd.

1. The meeting started off with an introduction of the all the stake holders from various 

departments/ organizations in the state who were present in the meeting.

2. Dr Dinesh Bhatia, Coordinator of ENVIS RP Centre, NEHU, talked about ENVIS and new 

initiatives namely GDSP, GRIDSS and CESVP by Ministry Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change (MoEF&CC) through a PowerPoint presentation. He mentioned the two GSDP 

Course, Waste Management and Environmental Laws, being undertaken by ENVIS Centre, 

NEHU as a new initiative of the Ministry. He stressed on the importance of these courses as 

the candidates attending these course were being skilled and trained to be Master 

Trainers(MTs) who will be teaching and skilling the under graduates and school drop outs in 

the other GSDP courses to come. The stakeholders were apprised about the Centre’s 

activities and regular updates on its website for information to all. 

3. Mr. Everly Marwein, Information Officer, ENVIS NEHU, explained the objectives of GRIDSS 

and how each state will be surveyed based on 9 x 9 kms grid or a suitable area based on the 

requirement of the district selected. The survey will be done with the help of Questionnaire 

which will be divided into two broad sections: (A) Data to be collated from secondary 

sources (published data from Central/State Government Agencies) (B) Primary data to be 

collected after identification of data gaps by (i) University students/interns (ii) Manpower 

skilled under GSDP / GSDP trainees to collect data pertaining to areas in which they have 

undergone /undergoing skilling under GSDP.

4. Discussion on the initiatives and activities of ENVIS.

i. Prof. D. Walia, Head Department of Environmental Studies, NEHU, 

suggested that the grid size of 9 x 9 kms would be too small for a sparsely 

populated state like Meghalaya. He suggested to employ suitable area 

feasible for the district/ state of Meghalaya. 

ii. Dr. K. K. Sarma, Secretary, ISRS-Shillong Chapter, NESAC, pointed out that 

instead of a grid based geo tagging, we should adopt a water shed system as 

Meghalaya has many water bodies.

iii. Ms B.L. Pakyntieñ (MCS) Executive Magistrate Shillong, requested ENVIS RP 

Centre, NEHU to provide the information of the GSDP Master Trainer so as 

to be able to involve them in the different C&RD block activities in the 



district and the state as a whole. The P.O., ENVIS RP Centre, NEHU will send 

the information as desired and same would be uploaded on ENVIS website 

regularly for all concerned.  

iv. Mr W. R. Kharkrang, Environmental Engineer, Meghalaya State Pollution 

Control Board, acknowledged the importance of skilling our youths in 

various environmental issues. He was also one of the experts/ resource 

person in GSDP Waste Management course and requested that any future 

GSDP course should be advertised through local media in all states instead 

of just a national advertisement. 

5. Dr Dinesh Bhatia, Coordinator of ENVIS RP Centre, NEHU, concluded the meeting by 

requesting all the stake holders to provide the centre with the various data/ information / 

maps for GRIDSS. He solicited their kind support and cooperation in the activities of the 

Centre. He also complimented and acknowledged the support of district administration, 

NEHU officials, MSPCB and other coordinating agencies to the ENVIS RP Centre, NEHU, 

Shillong, Meghalaya from time to time.

The meeting ended with Vote of thanks to all stakeholders by the Coordinator, ENVIS RP 

Centre, NEHU, Shillong. 


