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NEHU-Shillong Campus Organizes University-Level Pledge-Taking 
under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

Shillong, August 18, 2025: NEHU-Shillong hosted a 
pledge-taking ceremony under the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan program aimed at raising awareness against 
substance abuse. The event encouraged students and 
emerging leaders to adopt healthier, more purposeful 
lifestyles rooted in culture, discipline, and fulfillment.

The occasion was graced by Honourable Pro Vice 
Chancellor Shri S. M. Umdor, Registrar (In-Charge) 
Shri Saurabh K. Dixit, and Prof. Devesh, Dean of 
the School of Human and Environmental Sciences.
For campaign volunteers, the session was a valuable 
learning experience and an opportunity to contribute 
meaningfully. Under the guidance of Dr. Phrangstone 
Khongji (Nodal Officer) and Dr. Chandrakanta (Co-
Nodal Officer) of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, specific 
responsibilities were assigned—Mahfouz Abdullah, 

Students and Faculties taking the pledge as a symbol of a community committed to change

Shashikant, and Mohit Kumar served in the moment-
capturing committee, while Nitesh Boora, Vivek 
Kumar, and Aditya Singh handled report writing.

The highlight of the event was the collective 
pledge, where the hall resonated with unity and 
determination—a powerful reflection of NEHU’s 
commitment to building a drug-free society.
One advocate remarked, “Nasha is not just 
an addiction; it is a slow poison that destroys 
families, careers, and dreams. Through Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, we aim to awaken society, 
guide the youth, and build a drug-free nation.”

Another added, “A life without addiction is 
a life full of possibilities. Every step taken 
towards quitting is a step closer to freedom.”
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JMC Orientation Marks the Beginning of Fresh Student Journeys
Shillong, August 19, 2025: The Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, North-Eastern 
Hill University (NEHU), organised the orientation 
programme for the fresh batch of students on 19th 
August 2025. It also marked the beginning of the 
new students’ academic journey in the department.
The day started with the welcome address by Dr. Karen 
L. Donoghue, who reiterated the department’s vision 
of nurturing young communicators with ethics, critical 
thinking, and creativity. She urged the students to make 

and actionable advice for the youth.
He began his career in print journalism. This 
momentum led to his next career advancement, and 
he entered the Indian Information Service (IIS). As 
part of PIB, he ensures that government policies 
and programmes’ information reaches the public.
Mr. Das highlighted the fact that communication is more 
than just the dissemination of information since it is a 
cornerstone of democracy and governance. He warned 
that as the world fights misinformation, it is upon 

the most of every opportunity for growth and development 
at NEHU, both within and outside the classroom.
Adding a personal touch, Ms. Karishma Doley, a 
senior batch student, shared her experiences at JMC. 
She also assured the students that the department 
would be their home for study and research.
The highlight of the event was a keynote address delivered 
by Shri Gopajit Das, Media and Communication 
Officer at Press Information Bureau (PIB), Shillong. 
In his talk on the “Importance of Communication 
in Democracy and Governance”, Mr. Das combined 
personal experience, professional insights,

professionals to ensure that truth and credibility prevail.
He also called upon PIB (central level) and DIPR 
(state level) to strive toward building a bridge 
between the government and people. He used 
these examples to explain the entire ecosystem 
of government communications in India.
Most importantly, he emphasised the job 
opportunities available for journalism and 
mass communication graduates in government 
communication. He asked the students to look 
beyond traditional media roles and consider what 
communication managers do in government

PIB officer giving a talk to the students of JMC,Nehu during the orientation
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He traced his career path from the newsroom to 
national leadership to illustrate how journalists 
can shape public narratives in government. 
His words deeply inspired the new cohort to 
view their profession as a public responsibility.

The second lecture was delivered by Dr. Kamaljit 
Chirom, who talked about student life in NEHU and 
what future prospects JMC students have. He reminded 
students of the law prohibiting ragging and assured them 
of the university’s commitment to ensuring their safety.
Speaking on the topic “Career in Media and 
Communication”, Dr. Chirom also underscored the 
numerous opportunities available in journalism, public 
relations, advertising, corporate communication, 

and digital media. He emphasised that media 
careers extend beyond traditional reporting roles, 
opening doors in government communication, 
creative industries, and emerging digital platforms. 
He encouraged students to cultivate adaptability, 
creativity, and ethical responsibility, noting that the 
media landscape is evolving rapidly with technology.
Dr. Chirom concluded by urging students to see 
media not just as a profession but as a tool for 
dialogue, empowerment, and social transformation.
The programme ended with a vote of thanks by Dr. 
Karen L. Donoghue, who thanked the prominent 
speakers and other participants. After the formal 
session, teachers and senior students joined the 
freshmen for tea as they talked and bonded.
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Department of Library and Information Science Celebrates 
Librarian’s Day: Honouring Eminent Service and Dedication
Shillong, August 21, 2025: On 21 August 2025, 
the Department of Library and Information Science 
celebrated National Librarian’s Day in honour of Dr. S. 
R. Ranganathan, the “Father of Library Science.” The 
day acknowledged the vital contributions of librarians 
to learning and education across communities.

The programme began with a welcome song by 
research scholars, followed by an address from Prof. P. 
Hangsing, Head of the Department, who spoke about the 
evolving roles of library professionals in a changing era.

The event was graced by Smt. Alma M. Ryngksai, 
Assistant Librarian, State Central Library, Shillong, 
as Guest of Honour, and Smt. Wanda H. Dkhar, 
Librarian, NEIGRIHMS, Shillong, as Chief Guest. 
Tokens of appreciation were presented to both 
guests for their distinguished service. University 

Librarian Dr. F. R. Sumer, Assistant Librarians, 
and faculty members of the Department also 
attended, adding to the significance of the occasion.
Smt. Ryngksai shared her experiences in the public 
library sector, emphasizing the importance of 
education and adapting to advances in Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT). Smt. Dkhar 
spoke about preparing students for competitive exams 
and highlighted how libraries must maintain their 
relevance amid the rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI).

The celebration also featured a skit and cultural 
dance performance by postgraduate students, 
adding to the festive atmosphere. The programme 
concluded with a vote of thanks by Mr. Dipankar 
Borah, research scholar, who expressed 
gratitude to everyone involved and reminded 
that librarians are the unsung heroes of learning.

NEHU, PIB Host ‘Vartalap’ Media Workshop on Media Laws, Ethics 
and AI

Hill University (NEHU), in collaboration with the 
Press Information Bureau (PIB), Shillong, organised 

Hon’ble Governor of Meghalaya with distinguished attendees at the Vartalap event

Shillong, August 22, 2025: The Department of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, North-Eastern 
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a one-day workshop titled “Vartalap: Media Laws 
and Ethics & The Impact of Artificial Intelligence” 
at Raj Bhavan, Shillong. The programme aimed 
to sensitise media students and practitioners on 
government schemes, media ethics, and the growing 
influence of artificial intelligence (AI) in journalism.
The workshop was graced by the Hon’ble 
Governor of Meghalaya, Shri C. H. Vijayashankar, 
as  Chief  Guest. The inaugural session began 
with the national anthem, lighting of the 
ceremonial lamp, and felicitation of dignitaries.

In his keynote address, the Governor emphasised 
the need for ethical journalism and responsible 
adaptation to emerging technologies like AI.
Smt. Ampareen Lyngdoh, Minister of Information 
and Public Relations, as Guest of Honour 
underlined the media’s vital role in building public
awareness and strengthening trust in governance. 
Delivering the welcome address, Shri Kripa 
Shankar Yadav, Additional Director General, NEZ 
Guwahati, stressed the importance of media in 
effectively disseminating government initiatives.
Other dignitaries who addressed the gathering 
included S. K. Dixit (Registrar, NEHU), Shri 
Jagdish Chelani (Commissioner of Taxes), 
Shri B. D. R. Tiwari (Commissioner & Secretary 
to the Hon’ble Governor), Shri Richard Zongte 
(Director, IPR, North Eastern Council), and 
Shri R. L. Blah (General Secretary, Synjuk ki 
Nongsynshar Shnong ka Bri U Hynniewtrep).
Adding a grassroots perspective, Anita Nongkhlaw, 
President of Seng Longkmie Madanriting, spoke 
on women’s empowerment and appreciated 
government initiatives in promoting gender equality.
The second session featured an interactive 
session on “AI for Digital Readiness and 
Advancement” by Prof. Suresh Chandra
Nayak, Dean, Royal School of Communications 
and Media, Royal Global University. Representing 
ADIRA, he introduced participants to the 
applications of AI in journalism, such as digital 
storytelling and fact-checking tools, while 
cautioning against challenges like algorithmic bias, 
misinformation, and over-dependence on technology.
In the following session, Advocate Melamshwa Allya of 

the Meghalaya High Court discussed Media Laws and 
Ethics, using real-world cases to underline the importance 
of accountability and legal awareness among journalists.
The final session was a panel discussion on 
“Media Laws and Ethics in the Age of Artificial 
Intelligence,” moderated by Dr. Kamaljit Chirom, 
Assistant Professor, Department of JMC, NEHU. 
the final session was a panel discussion on “Media 
Laws and Ethics in the Age of Artificial Intelligence,” 
moderated by Dr. Kamaljit Chirom, Assistant 
Professor, Department of JMC, NEHU. The panel 
included Patricia Mukhim (Editor, The Shillong 
Times), Mr. Oineetom Ojah (Associate Editor, North 
East Live), and Prof. H. Srikanth (Department of 
Political Science, NEHU). Panelists explored how AI 
is transforming journalism, while also creating new 
ethical and legal dilemmas. They stressed the need 
for strong regulatory frameworks and reaffirmed that 
human judgment remains central to credible journalism.
The final session was a panel discussion on “Media 
Laws and Ethics in the Age of Artificial Intelligence,” 
moderated by Dr. Kamaljit Chirom, Assistant Professor, 
Department of JMC, NEHU. The panel included 
Patricia Mukhim (Editor, The Shillong Times), 
Mr. Oineetom Ojah (Associate Editor, 
North East Live), and Prof. H. Srikanth 
(Department of Political Science, NEHU). 
Panelists explored how AI is transforming 
journalism, while also creating new ethical and 
legal dilemmas. They stressed the need for strong 
regulatory frameworks and reaffirmed that human 
judgment remains central to credible journalism.

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Gopajit Das, Assistant 
Director, PIB Shillong, commended the collaboration 
between NEHU and PIB for fostering dialogue on media 
responsibility. The event concluded with a vote of thanks 
delivered by Miss Christina Taipodia of PIB Shillong.

Divided into three sessions—Inaugural, AI Training, 
and Panel Discussion—Vartalap 2025 provided 
valuable insights into the ethical, legal, and 
technological dimensions of modern media. The 
workshop encouraged students and media professionals 
to adopt AI responsibly while upholding journalistic 
integrity and the core values of ethical reporting.



Capacity-building training programme at NEHU-Shillong on 29 
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Shillong, August 29, 2025 Organised by the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan team (NEHU)
An expert session on the pressing issue of substance 
use was organised at the NEHU-Shillong campus, 
where Mr. Dikshant Sharma, a nationally recognised 
youth empowerment leader and government-
certified DDR field expert under the Ministry 
of Social Justice & Empowerment, was invited 
(online) as the resource person and subject expert.
The session was conducted in the presence of the 
proctor of the university (as Nodal Officer of the 
university for Nasha Mukt Bharat Aabhiyan, NMBA), 
Dr Phrangstone Khongji, and the co-nodal officer, 

Department of Khasi, NEHU, organized a Special Lecture on 
Aristotle’s Poetics in Khasi
Shillong,  August 30, 2025: The Department of Khasi, 
NEHU, organized a Special Lecture on Aristotle’s Poetics 
in Khasi on the 30th of August, 2025 at 10:30 AM in the 
Cluster Classroom, NEHU. The programme was graced 
by faculty members, research scholars, teachers from 
colleges and school from different parts of Meghalaya.
The lecture was delivered by Prof. D. R. L. 
Nonglait, who provided deep insights into the 
theories of Aristotle, especially the concepts of 
tragedy, plot, character, and catharsis. The session 
also stressed the relevance of Aristotle’s theories 
in both classical and contemporary literary studies.
The lecture was highly enriching and engaging, 
providing students with a deeper appreciation of 

literary criticism and theory. The event concluded 
with an interactive session where participants 
discussed key concepts and clarified their queries.

Dr Chandrakanta, who actively participated in the 
proceedings. The warden of the hostel, Dr. Rumi 
Rajbongshi, and Prof. Marappan Velusamy also 
graced the occasion by their presence and made the 
session interactive. Representatives of the NEHU 
Students’ Union were in attendance, along with 
the volunteers (Mr Bala Jee – Law Department, 
Mr Nitesh – CCS Department, Mr Divyanshu 
Kumar – Biomedical Engineering Department, Mr 
Shashikanth S – Biomedical Engineering Department, 
and Mr Aditya – IT Department) of the NMBA. 
The discussion highlighted the grave impact of 
substance abuse on individuals as well as on society 
at large, with particular emphasis on preventive 
and remedial measures in the context of hostel life.
Mr. Sharma (speaker) elaborated on practical strategies 
to tackle the problem, ranging from awareness-
building and counselling to skill development and 
community interventions. The dialogue emphasised 
the importance of collective responsibility in 
addressing this social concern and in fostering 
a safe and supportive environment for students.
The training proved to be highly informative, 
creating awareness among participants and 
reinforcing the university’s commitment to 
promoting a healthy and drug-free campus culture.

Prof. D. R. L. Nonglait giving a talk into the theories of Aristotle

Mr. Dikshant Sharma addressing NEHU representatives virtually
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NEHU Panorama wishes NEHU Employees a healthy and heartiest 
retirement life.
1.	 Mr. Sujit Paul, Personal Assistant, Tura Campus.
2.	 Mr. Ganesh Ch Das, Technical Assistant, Purchase & Store Section
3.	 Mr. Augustine Kharkongor, MTS (Peon), Campus Development Department
4.	 Mrs Nancy Dora Khongwir, MTS (Peon), Administration- I
5.	 Mr. Kachu Ram, MTS (Peon), Estate Section
6.	 Mr Subash Lakandrt, MTS (Chowkidar), Security Cell
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